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NOTICE To All Members
There will be a vote on a change to our club's
Constitution & ByLaws at the May meeting.
At our March meeting, a motion was made, and
seconded, to separate the club's ByLaws from the
Constitution, making them seperate documents. These
are currently in the form of a combined document.
Seperating them will permit voting on changes to the
ByLaws at the same meeting at which they are
proposed.

K2QDY To Speak At May 5th Meeting

We know there's a lot to enjoy in ham radio. Larry Puccio has
offered to guide us through the processes of eQSLs and QSL cards.
QSLs probably originated from commercial operators needing
written proof that the messages were in fact delivered and
received.
In amateur radio, they can be the evidence needed to obtain
award certificates, such as “Worked All States,” or DXCC (DX
Century Club) which requires working at least 100 countries.

Toms River, NJ

Contacts can also be confirmed electronically by using LoTW.
Here's a chance to ask him and our “panel of experts” about
LoTW, setting up antennas, making and logging contacts. There is
no such thing as a “stupid” question. (But we sometimes hear
stupid answers) Just about anything you ever wanted to know
about ham radio is fair game.

Extra Class Exams To Get Tougher
A Word to the Wise
By Urb LeJeune W1UL
The FCC question pool for each class of license changes once
every four years. This is the year for a change in the Extra class
question pool.
The new question pool is more difficult than the current pool. The
material covered in the new pool is broader than the material in
the current pool. The new Extra class pool will be used for all Extra
class VE exams taking place on or after July 1, 2016.

If there is an Extra class license in your future I would
strongly suggest you start studying and take the exam
during May or June. Start your studying at http://hamcram.com

Luncheon Returns To Fortune May 11

They used to be known as “wallpaper”, because they were usually
proudly ;posted on a wall of “the shack”.
For a hundred years, printed cards containing the details of
contacts have been a tradition of ham radio. The old ones gave
only the details of the contact. Today, many show photos of the
station or station equipment or the operator, or beautiful views of
nearby tourist attractions.
QSLs data can be e-mailed, but many prefer paper cards. To save
on postage, cards to and from foreign countries are usually sent
from one ham organization to another, bundled in packages,
rather than individually. Larry will explain how the “bureau”
system operates.

NEXT MEETING:
Thursday May 5 at 7:00 PM
Bldg A, Meeting Rm. #1
Holiday City South Clubhouse A
Santiago Drive at Mule Road
Toms River, NJ

This year our Spring Luncheon will be at the Fortune Buffet
Restaurant (behind Ruby Tuesday's) on Route 37 West. Take
your XYL out for lunch. We always have a good time and good
food, and the price is only $10 including tip and something
left over for the Club Treasury. The Goldbergs have door
prizes for the ladies. Join us there on Wednesday, May 11 at
noon.
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A Tale Of Two Programs
By Urb LeJeune, W1UL

Introduction
Finding repeater information is a major problem for most hams.
RFinder solves the repeater location problem and when combined
with CHIRP radio programming software, users can activate their
radios in minutes instead of hours. No spinning dials or key
presses.
Repeater Finder is a program that, given a location, provides a list
of repeaters within range of the entered location.
CHIRP is a tool for programming radios from a large number of
manufacturers and models.
Individually, these programs are great. Harnessing the two
programs together produces the greatest ham radio application
since the invention of computer logging.
Programming a hand-held has always been a daunting task with a
steep learning curve. Finding repeater information has been a
time- consuming activity.
In the sections that follow we’ll look individually at both programs
and then tie them together for a “knock your sock off”
application.

Repeater Finder
Repeater finder
(http://RFinder.net) is a
worldwide repeater
directory including IRLP,
Echolink, AllStar, DStar,
MotoTRBO, and Winlink
information. Over 175
countries are currently
represented in the directory.
The program runs on smart
phones and Windows. The
annual subscription for the
use of RFinder $9.95US and
can be paid with either
PayPal or Google Checkout.
To see how RFinder works go
to
https://rfinder.net/websearch.html
Figure 1 above shows the left half of the location search screen. If
you have a RFinder account enter your User E-Mail and Password.
If you don’t have an account you can open one by clicking on the
“Register Now” link.
After you have an account you may enter target location which is
entered using a zip code, city, landmark, address or latitude and
longitude. You can select the repeater bands you desire. I’m using
only 144Mhz and 420Mhz because that’s all my hand-held covers.

Select a search radius and click on the “Get Repeater List” button.
Figure 2 above shows the right side of the search results and a
partial listing of the in-range repeaters. Notice the two buttons in
the upper right corner. If you click on the “Show Map” button the
actual locations of the repeater are shown graphically
superimposed on a map. If you click on the “Export List” button
the program generates the output of the listing in several different
formats.
If you chose the CSV-CHIRP Import version, RFinder creates a CSV
file that can be directly opened in Microsoft Excel or some other
spreadsheet program.

Figure 3 above shows a portion of the CSV file created from the
display. There is more on this important option shortly.
Kudos to Bob W2CYK for an outstanding program.

Chirp
CHIRP (http://chirp.danplanet.com/) is a free tool for
programming a radio. It supports a large number of
manufacturers and close to 100 different models. CHIRP also
provides a way to interface with multiple data sources and
formats.
Figure 3 above shows portion of the CHIRP editing screen. Instead
of spinning dials and pushing buttons modify your repeater list as
you would with a spreadsheet.
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The purpose of CHIRP is to be able to import or export files from
and to your radio. The CSV file created by RFinder can be directly
imported into your radio. CAUTION, when you import a file into
your radio the data that is currently in memory is overwritten.
Using CHIRP requires a USB cable connecting your radio to your
computer. Take care with the purchase of a cable. The inexpensive
ones frequently don’t work. I prefer the ones from RT Systems:
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Conclusion
You can now skip the knob turning and button pressing on your
radio, not to mention hours of research to find repeaters in
another area. The combination of RFinder and CHIRP brings all the
features of your radio to your computer screen, where they are
easily managed. The combination of RFinder and CHIRP creates
one of the all-time great ham radio applications.

Our VE Crew

https://www.rtsystemsinc.com/

Murray KD2IN, Ed W1EAP, Larry K2QDY,
John KQ4WR, Stan KB2PD, Steve N2WLH,
Paul N2QXB, Larry WA2VLR, Urb W1UL.
License exams are given by appointment at 7pm on the second
Wednesday of each month at Holiday City South Clubhouse,
Bldg A, which is at the corner of Mule Rd. and Santiago Dr. Call
Larry Puccio, K2QDY, at 732-349-2950 for information.
Directions: From either Route 37 W or Davenport Road, take
Mule Road to Santiago Drive. Turn into the parking lot from
Santiago Drive, and park near the pool. Enter the building
nearest the intersection.

They are more expensive but they have the correct chip set and
they are guaranteed.
Once you have a programming cable, start by exporting the
memory setting from your radio to a file, then save it to your
computer with a name of “original.csv”. This is your starting point
that you know works. Don’t make changes to this file. Next, make
a few changes to original.csv and save it as “try-1.csv”. Finally
export “try-1.csv” to your radio. Did your changes take? If so
you’re on the right track. Keep practicing until you feel ready for
the real world.
There is a chirp_users discussion list. If you’re going to use
CHIRP I strongly suggest you subscribe to the list. When you’re
totally comfortable with CHIRP you can unsubscribe. Subscribe or
manage your account at:
http://intrepid.danplanet.com/mailman/listinfo/chirp_users

Let’s Work Together
Let’s try a real world scenario. You are taking a trip from Southern
New Jersey to Jacksonville Florida. Import your radio’s current
memory values to a “master.csv” file. Using RFinder open the
“Search Square Radius” to 50 or 100 miles based upon the
expected terrain on your trip. Enter Wilmington as your target
repeater search. Create a listing and save as “wilmington.csv” and
save it to your computer. Next repeat the action for Baltimore,
then Washington and all the way down to Jacksonville. When
you’re on the road connect your radio to your laptop and import
the appropriate geographic file to your radio.
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John Rogers & Tony Kuzinski
Steve N2WLH N2WLH@yahoo.com
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732-279-3911
Tony KD2GSO 732-930-5779
Dave WA2DJN WA2DJN3@verizon.net
Larry K2QDY 732-349-2950
Larry K2QDY 732-349-2950
Doug KC2TZC 732-928-2316

Holiday City Amateur Radio Club
Toms River, New Jersey

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Executive Board
Executive Board
Executive Board
Executive Board
W2HC Trustee

Web Site www.hcarc.us
John Roberts
KQ4WR
open
John Rogers
KD2HWR
Larry Puccio
K2QDY
Doug Poray
KC2TZC
Tony Kuzinski
KD2GSO
Paul Hansen
N2QXB
Stan Stafiej
KB2PD
Larry Puccio
K2QDY

732-350-1162 ext 33
732-269-5717
732-349-2950
732-928-2316
732-930-5779
732-279-3911
732-270-5395
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Membership is open to all interested persons. Ham license is not required.
Dues are $25.00 per year, payable Jan 1st. Members joining during the year
will have the dues prorated. Family membership $30.00 per family.
---------------------------------------------------------Meetings are held on the first Thursday of every month, at 7:00 pm.
Location: Meeting Room #1 in the Holiday City South Clubhouse.
Directions: From either Route 37 W or Davenport Road, take Mule Road to
Santiago Drive. Turn into the parking lot from Santiago Drive and park near
the pool. Enter the building nearest the street corner.The SKYHOOK is published monthly as the HCARC's official newsletter.
Editor and Publisher:
John Roberts KQ4WR 7 Lincoln Ct. Whiting, NJ 08759-1505
e-mail KQ4WR@arrl.net 732 350-1162 ext 33
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Ocean County ARES® News

May, 2016
I would like to thank Pete, K2PSG, for giving the RERP
2016 class at the April 20th Ocean County ARES
meeting. The class is an annual requirement for those
operators who may be involved with emergencies or
emergency drills associated with the Oyster Creek
Nuclear Generating Station. One change in the
program is the state is no longer issuing RERP cards to
trained operators, but you are qualified if you attended
training by matter of your name on the attendance
sheet.
On April 12, 2016, the Ocean County ARES, 70 cm
repeater in Toms River went into service. It has an
output frequency of 449.825 MHz, 5 MHz split (-), and
a PL of 131.8
Preliminary tests show a good coverage of the majority
of Ocean County with HT coverage out to Jackson. This
repeater is now designated as the Primary North
Repeater and will have training nets held on the
second and fourth Wednesday of each month.
The 145.170 MHz repeater in Manchester is
designated as the Secondary North Repeater and will
have training nets held on the first and third
Wednesday of each month. Both repeaters operate
under the WA2RES call sign and are managed by Ocean
County ARES.
The N2OO and N2NF repeaters will also be worked into
the schedule on Wednesday evenings and will be
announced via email and the previous week net.
A list of all the Ocean County ARES repeaters and nets
can be found at:
http://www.wa2res.com/frequencies.html
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On May 21st and 22nd the MS-170 bicycle tour will be
passing through Ocean County on the way to the Cape
May Coast Guard Station. The tour may be using the
145.170 and/or 449.825 MHz repeaters as the tour
passes through Toms River, Beachwood, Berkeley,
Lacey and Waretown on the way to Pinelands Regional
Schools in Tuckerton for an overnight stay. Please be
considerate of any radio traffic on these repeaters
during this time period.
73 de WX2NJ
Bob Murdock
Ocean County Amateur Radio Emergency Service® EC

Free Document Laminating
Protect those rare certificates and newspaper articles
in plastic. Bernie Klocko KC3GDY offers to laminate up
to ten 8.5 x 11 (or smaller) documents at our May
meeting while you wait.
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Some DX Opportunities For May
We still see some mid-day activity on 15 meters, but it's not like it
was a couple years ago.
While Cycle 24 continues to fade, HF activity shifts to lower
frequencies, because it's getting difficult to find all-daylight paths.
Cycle 25 is not due to begin until 2020. It's not expected to be a
good one for DX, but the reduction in radiation will be safer for
astronauts. Many are predicting that it will be the end of the
current phase of global warming.

Begin
May 13
May 01
Apr 27
May 08
Apr 24
May 23
May 06
May 23
May 11
Mar 15
Apr 30
Apr 27
Apr 26
May 16
May 01
May 13
May 10
May 01
Apr 24
Apr 20
May 20
Apr 23
Apr 28
Apr 25
Apr 28
May 15
May 01
May 23

End
Callsign
May 19 9H3SQ
May 22 9Q0HQ
May 01 A91HI
May 15 E44QX
May 10 E51DLD
May 28 E51XYZ
May 11 FM/DL7VOG
Jun 03 FM/DL7VOG
May 22 J68GU
May 15 JD1\JG8NQJ
May 06 JD1BLY
May 06 JD1BMH
May 06 JD1BOI
Jun 06 PJ2/PB0AEX
May 08 PJ7BH
May 23 PY0NY
May 20 SV9/DJ9XB
May 05 T88RF
May 03 V31OK
May 20 V3V
May 31 VK9NT
May 02 VK9NU
May 04 XT2AEF
May 15 XT2AEF
May 04 XT2IVU
Jun 01 YB9
May 27 YJ0CS
Jun 05 ZD7VDE
MODES: C = CW; S =

Entity
Grid
Miles Dir
Malta
JM75gv 4634 ENE
Dem Rep Congo
JI75pq 6389 E
Bahrain
LL56ga 6663 NE
Palestine
KM71gm 5724 NE
South Cook Is
AH99mm 6514 W
South Cook Is
AH99mm 6514 W
Martinique
FK95ma 1902 SSE
Martinique
FK95ma 1902 SSE
St Lucia
FK94ma 1966 SSE
Minami Torishima
QL75aa 6981 NW
Ogasawara
QL07mm 7256 NNW
Ogasawara
QL07mm 7256 NNW
Ogasawara
QL07mm 7256 NNW
Curacao
FK52ma 1958 S
Sint Maarten
FK88ma 1660 SSE
Fernando de Noronha HI36sd 4024 SE
Crete
KM25oj 5142 ENE
Palau
PJ99cm 8442 NW
Belize
EK57um 1764 SSW
Belize
EK57um 1764 SSW
Norfolk I
RG30xx 8893 W
Norfolk I
RG30xx 8893 W
Burkina Faso
IK92dh 4756 E
Burkina Faso
IK92dh 4756 E
Burkina Faso
IK92dh 4756 E
Indonesia: Bali
OI34ma 10093 N
Vanuatu
RH42aa 8469 W
St Helena
IH74aa 5842 ESE
SSB; R = RTTY; D = Digital; J = JT65; P

Modes
C,S
S,R,P
C,S,D
C,r,s
S
all
C,R,s
C,R,s
C,R,S
C
C,S,D
C,S,R
C,S,R
S
C
C,S,P
R,J
R
S
all
C,R,S
S
C,S,D
All
C,S,D
S
C,s

IOTA
EU-023
AS-002
OC-013
OC-013
NA-107
NA-107
NA-108
AS-030
AS-031
AS-031
AS-031
SA-099
NA-105
EU-015
OC-009
NA-073
NA-073
OC-002
OC-002

OC-022
OC-035
AF-022
= PSK31
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Our Exam Team Reports Ham-cram Works
Our VE's report that the two April's exam takers who
used Urb's www.ham-cram.com training program
passed the Technician test and one of them also
passed the General Class exam. A third candidate, who
had not used Urb's study system, was not successful.
Our next exam session will be May 11, at 7 PM. Please
contact Larry Puccio at 732-349-2950 if you plan to
attend.
We need more Volunteer Examiners. If you hold an
Extra Class license, and would like to become one,
please contact Larry Puccio.

Don't Miss Our Chinese
Buffet Luncheon
Our Spring Luncheon will be at the Fortune Buffet in the Marquee
Mall on Route 37 West. We've been there before, and enjoyed it
all. From Route 37 West, you'll find the Fortune Bufet next to
Ruby Tuesday's, in the same mall.
The event begins at noon on May 11. Yes, we encourage you to
bring someone with you. Murray and Shirley Goldberg will
contribute a couple of door prizes for the ladies.

May
1
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2

Monday

3
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Wednesday

4

Thursday

5
HCARC
Meeting
7PM

6

Friday

Saturday

7
Delaware
QSO Party

8

9
10
Noon gettogether at
HC Diner

11
12
LUNCHEON
& License
Exams

13

14

15
Garden
State
Hamfest

16

18

20

21

17

Dayton
Dayton
Hamvention Hamvention

22

23
24
Dayton
Noon getHamvention together at
HC Diner
29

19

30

31

25
26
Exec Board
Meeting
10AM

27

28
CQWWCW
Contest

